MODERN AMERICAN HISTORY VIDEO: VIETAM- A SOLDIER’S DIARY


Keep in your notebook! 

1. How long did the war in Vietnam last for U.S. soldiers?

2. How long was the “tour of duty” for U.S. soldiers in “Nam”?

3. What was the attitude of many of the U.S. soldiers first sent into Vietnam?

4. What had started back in the U.S. by the end of 1965?

5. What did both sides place in the jungle?

6. What did General William Westmoreland ask for in 1966?
7. Who comprised many of the new troops being sent to Vietnam?

8. What had become obvious by 1967?

9. What started to grow among soldiers by 1967?

10. What did some U.S. soldiers start to ask themselves by the end of 1968?

11. What did some U.S. soldiers start to do as a result?

12. What became the main concern of a soldier whose tour of duty was almost over?

13. What happened at My Lai?

14. What were an estimated half of U.S. soldiers in Vietnam using by 1970?

15. When did U.S. soldiers leave Vietnam?

16. How many Americans had served in Vietnam from the time it started to the time it ended?

17.  What were some of the problems the returning Vietnam vets faced?

18. In what year was the Vietnam War Memorial dedicated?

19. When did the country finally give Vietnam vets a “Welcome Home” parade?
20. What did one veteran say was one of the worst things about the Vietnam?
Answer Key:

1. 8 years

2. 1 year

3. Excited, Gung Ho, felt it was the duty to stop communism
4. Anti-war protests

5. Mines / booby traps

6. More troops

7. Draftees

8. It wasn’t going to be a “cake walk” / easy in Vietnam

9. Frustration

10. Why are they there, Are they fighting the war the right way?

11. Disobey orders

12. Staying alive

13. U.S. soldiers killed unarmed Vietnamese civilians 

14. Drugs

15. 1973

16. 3 million

17. Resentment, unemployment, PTSD

18. 1982

19. 1985

20. “That it killed many who survived the war”
