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MODERN AMERICAN HISTORY
DEER VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL

GRADE LEVEL: 11TH AND 12TH 
TEACHER: JOHN FELLENS

VOICE MAIL: (602)467-6846

EMAIL: john.fellens@dvusd.org
COURSE DESCRIPTION


Modern American History is a semester elective class that was created for the purpose of focusing on one of the most turbulent and important decades in American history- The Sixties.  This class will look at why the Sixties turned out how it did, and the impact the decade has had on today’s world.

SOME OF THE TOPICS TO BE COVERED
-How the 1950’s set the stage for the 1960’s

-The 60’s Counterculture: Hippies & Radicals

-Vietnam’s impact on the 60’s & Today

-The Manson Murders

-The Music of the 60’s

-JFK
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Grading:
Percentage Breakdown of Letter Grades:

     89.5%-100%
A

     79.5%-89.4%
B

     69.5%-79.4%
C

     59.5%-69.4%
D

     <59.4%
F
Assessments, Tests, Quizzes, Projects 
52%

Homework, Class work

 


40%   
Semester Notebook




  8%
Final Exam




               20%

Assessments: Unit tests and quizzes will be used as a means for assessment of course objectives.  Review sheets will be available for all tests.  Students will be allowed to use one note card of information on all quizzes.
Homework and Class work: Homework and class work will serve as a means to practice various lesson objectives.
Semester Notebook Check:  At the end of the semester students will turn in a notebook with their completed notes, video questions, and other activities that were not collected during the semester.
Make-up Work: One day for each excused absence will be given to make up any assignment s that were missed.  If a student has an excused absence on a day an assignment is due, the student must bring the assignment in on the day they return in order to receive full credit.  No credit will be given if the absence was unexcused.
Late Work:   Students may turn in late work for ½ credit by the end of the semester.
Sweep:  Any student who is swept and wants credit for an assignment that is due must turn the work into me the BEFORE the start of the next class period.  It is the responsibility of the student to get any assigned material on the same day of the sweep and turned in on the assigned due date.


Make-up Exams:  Upon return from class after excused absences, a student has one school day for each excused absence to makeup the missed test.   Exams missed as a result of an unexcused absence will result in a zero.   You will need to schedule a time to make up the exam when the absence is excused.  Students will be expected to take a test or quiz if they miss the day before the test or quiz since it would have been posted for at least a week in advance.
Re-take Exams:  Every student has the opportunity to retake tests given during the school year.  It is the student’s responsibility to schedule the re-take. Re-take scores can max out at 80%, and the re-take score will be the one that goes into the grade book no matter if the re-take score is lower than the original score.

Students will need to turn in a completed Test Review sheet before being allowed to re-take a test.

Extra Credit: There is UNLIMITED extra credit for this class.  I will give ideas for extra credit during the semester, but student may create their own extra credit as long as it deals with the 60’s.
Cheating:  Cases of cheating and plagiarism will be handled on an individual basis at the teacher's discretion in accordance with the DVHS student handbook. While there are many different ways to cheat or plagiarize, please be aware that activities such as sharing material, copying work, and posting information on a web site are considered cheating.  Those who give or receive answers will be held responsible for cheating.
Required Materials:  Please come to class with the following materials every day:

2 or 3 inch ring binder     

Loose leaf notebook paper

Blue or black pen or pencil

Classroom Rules and Consequences:

· Always be respectful and considerate of other people’s feelings and rights.

· No swearing in the classroom.

· Always come to class prepared and ready to work.

· Do NOT write on or scratch your desk.

· Return all materials to the proper location at the end of each class.

· Pick up all trash and put it in the trash can.

Consequences for not following the above guidelines may include any of the following:

· Parental contact

· Detention before or after school

· Immediate removal from class

· Referral to the conduct office

Electronic Devices

Electronic devices such as cell phones, PDA’s, I-Pods, MP3 players, and hand held video games are not permitted in class.  Please turn off these devices and place them in a safe place before entering the classroom.  If a student is discovered using one of the above mentioned devices they will be confiscated and turned into the conduct office for pick up.

ID’s

Students are required to wear their school issued ID cards at all times.  Please have this card in a visible location before entering the classroom.

Keys To Success

This class was created with the goal of sparking interest in American History.  Most students who have taken the class have done very well in it.  The biggest key in getting the grade that you want in this class is to COME TO CLASS!  Those who have struggled in the past usually have had poor attendance.  Another suggestion would be to stay organized with your class notebook.  Since we do not have a class textbook, you will be keeping the information you will be quizzed and tested on in your notebook so you can review and study.  Plus you won’t be scrambling at the end of the semester to get your notebook ready for the semester check.  Lastly, take advantage of the extra credit opportunities throughout the semester.
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