NOTES: RADICALS OF THE SIXTIES
WHO: Protesting Students / The New Left

ATTITUDE: The Establishment was corrupt

HOW THEY DIFFERED FROM HIPPIES:  They are trying to change society 

EARLY TACTICS: Non-Violent Civil Disobedience like sit-ins, marches, boycotts

EARLY ICONS: Gandhi, MLK JR, Folk singers

EARLY HOT SPOT: Berkeley

WHY THERE: The Free Speech Movement

REACTION FROM THE MAINSTREAM: outrage, see them as un-American, Hippies

BY THE MID-SIXTIES: the Hippie / Drug culture had blended with the Radicals

CHANGE IN TACTICS & WHY: became more confrontational & militant, because they felt what that had been doing wasn’t working anymore.

NEW ICONS: Revolutionaries like Che Guevara, Mao Zedong, Ho Chi Minh

 BLACK RADICALS
1- THE NATION OF ISLAM:

Leader was Elijah Muhammad, Spokesman becomes Malcolm X
Followers were called Black Muslims

Promote:  self-defense, and the separation of the races, and Black Pride 
Reaction: White America and many black Americans are scared of their ideas and believe that they are racists (they called whites the Devil).
Malcolm X had a falling out with the Nation of Islam & left it in 1964.  He goes on a pilgrimage to Mecca and his racial views soften.
February 21, 1965: Malcolm X is killed by 3 Black Muslims in Harlem, NYC
Malcolm’s ideas:  will continue to influence black America even after his death
2- THE NEW “SNICK”

 SNCC: The Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee
 In 1966, they asked all white members to leave, & they coin the phrase “Black Power”

Blacks define it as the ability to control their own destiny & community

Whites define it as a hate message, a violent message

New leaders: Stokely Carmichael & H Rap Brown

They start to promote the idea of self-defense, then Revolution

3- THE BLACK PANTHERS

Founded in Oakland in 1966 by Huey Newton & Bobby Seale
Main Issue: police brutality in the black community but they created a Ten   Point Program that covered other issues as well

Call on: black people to arm themselves for self-defense

White America is shocked and scared to death

White Radicals look up to them and wanted to join with them

As a result of their militant image, the police & FBI go after them
RACE RIOTS OF THE SIXTIES:  Caused by the frustration of life in the “inner cities” & lack of accomplishments within the Civil Rights Movement by the mid to late 60’s, in many cases sparked by issues between the black community and the police.
Examples:  1964 in Harlem, NYC  -  1965 in Watts, L.A.  -  1966 in Chicago                            -1967 in Newark, NJ & also in Detroit                                                                                      April 4, 1968: over 100 cities exploded into race riots after MLK’s assassination
WHITE RADICALS

1- SDS: Students for a Democratic Society, key leader was Tom Hayden

2-YIPPIES: The Youth International Party, key leaders were Abbie Hoffman and Jerry Rubin

3- THE WEATHERMEN / WEATHER UNDERGROUND:  a splinter group of SDS, after calling for “Days of Rage” in Chicago 1969, they go “underground” and start bombing places in America that were part of the Establishment.

FAMOUS ANTI-WAR PROTESTS

Washington, D.C. 1967:  The Yippies claim the will levitate the Pentagon, this is where many protestors put flowers in the rifles of the National Guard.

Columbia University 1968:  Students take over several campus buildings in protest against the administration, the police are called in and violence breaks out.

Chicago 1968:  Outside the Democratic National Convention, thousands of police officers and demonstrators clash in the streets.  This violence comes to symbolize the “chaos of the 60’s”.  The men that were put on trial for starting the riot became known as the “Chicago 8 / Chicago 7”.

PICTURES OF FAMOUS 60’s RADICALS

First page, from top to bottom:  Abbie Hoffman, Jerry Rubin, Tom Hayden

Second page, from left to right: Huey Newton, Bobby Seale, Stokely Carmichael, H Rap Brown
