NOTES: FOLK MUSIC OF THE SIXTIES & THE FOLK ROCK EXPLOSION
FOLK MUSIC OF THE SIXTIES

I. BACKGROUND OF FOLK MUSIC

A. DURING THE 1930s-  Depression Era folk singers like Woody Guthrie were big. (“This Land Is Your Land”)

B. BY THE LATE 50s- Folk music is becoming big on college campuses, and some folk singers are being labeled as “commies”.

C. BY 1960- The folk scene hit the big cities like NYC.

D. 60’s FOLK SCENE HOTSPOT- Greenwich Village in NYC

E. HOW DID EARLY 60’s FOLK DIFFER FROM POP MUSIC? Folk was about social issues while pop was all about teenager stuff.

F. ISSUES THAT IT COVERED: war, racism, politics, etc.

G. TRUE FOLK MUSICIANS: were NOT in it for the money

H. FOLK FANS: hated pop music, they thought it was meaningless

I. POPULAR FOLK SINGERS OF THE 60’s: Bob Dylan, Phil Ochs, Richie Havens, Joan Baez, Pete Seeger, Donovan,  Peter, Paul & Mary

II. BOB DYLAN

A. BACKGROUND INFO- real name Robert Zimmerman from Minnesota 

B. MAIN INFLUENCES- Woody Guthrie and the Beat Poets

C. 1961- Dylan went to NYC’s Greenwich Village 

D. HOW DOES HE GET NOTICED? His “finger pointing songs” a.k.a. protest songs

E. WHAT IS HE SOON LABELED? Spokesman of a Generation
F. WHAT ELSE IS HIS MUSIC SEEN AS? Poetry

G. FAMOUS DYLAN SONGS: “Blowin in the Wind”, Mr. Tambourine Man, Like A Rolling Stone”.

H. WHAT DO MANY OTHER ARTISTS DO? Cover Bob Dylan songs

I. DYLAN’S FRUSTRATION- He is sick of being seen as just a protest singer, sick of the press asking what his songs mean.

J. NEWPORT FOLK FESTIVAL 1965- Dylan goes “electric”

K. WHAT IS THE REACTION TO HIS NEW SOUND? Folk fans hate it and boo him.  Call him a traitor / Judas.

L. DYLAN’S RESPONSE: doesn’t care, continues playing electric music

M. 1966- Dylan is in a motorcycle accident, has to stop touring

N. DYLAN’S OVERALL IMPACT ON 60’s MUSIC: 1) he influenced artists to try new and different things.  2) he influenced artists to write better songs.

THE FOLK ROCK EXPLOSION

I. WHEN? 1965-66

II. WHAT IS FOLK ROCK?  The combination of Dylan’s lyrics with The Beatles sound

III. RESULTS OF THIS NEW TREND:

1) American bands are back on the charts

2) Song topics in pop music open up

IV. FOLK ROCK / FOLK POP EXAMPLES: 


-The Byrds (America’s answer to The Beatles)


-Buffalo Springfield


-The Mama’s and the Papa’s


-The Turtles


-Simon and Garfunkel


-Sonny and Cher


-Barry McGuire


-The Monkees (created by NBC in 1966)
