-Modern American Notesheet-
WRITE OUT THESE NOTES ON YOUR OWN PAPER & KEEP IN YOUR NOTEBOOK!

IMPACT OF THE 1950’s
I. BABY BOOM

A. WHAT? Huge increase in the U.S. birth rate (1946-63)

B. IMPACT ON THE 60’s- More teens / college kid than ever before
II. RAISING YOUR KIDS IN THE 1950s

A. 70% of white middle kids grew up isolated in the suburbs
B. Parents of the 50s gave their kids a lot, some say they were
“spoiled”.

C. Dr. Spock wrote a book on how to raise kids, and stressed 
“NEVER spank them”.

D. Some argue that these 3 factors led to the rebellion of the 60s
III. THE AMERICAN FAMILY OF THE 1950s

A. THE MYTH- The American family was “perfect”
B. THE MYTH ABOUT WOMEN- Happy just being a housewife
C. OTHER HIDDEN PROBLEMS- Dads worked all the time, little
                                                   communication between wife &

                                                   husband, kids felt they were to

                                                   be seen and not heard.

IV. RULES OF THE 50s for KIDS

A. Obey Authority              B. Control Your Emotions
C. Fit In With The Group    D. Don’t Even Think About Sex!

V. REBELLION OF THE 50s

    A. Style (Hair & Clothes)   B. The Beatniks    C. Rock n Roll

      The Beatniks were a 50’s subculture that didn’t conform to the mainstream.  They were into jazz, poetry, and smoking pot.

VII. THE FEAR OF COMMUNISM & THE COLD WAR

      A. THE BELIEF- 1) Communism was evil and would take over the world

          2) The U.S. & Soviets might start WW III and end the world.

      B. IMPACT OF THE FEAR

          -Americans accused each other of being communist

          -Americans developed a blind patriotic faith in American

          -People built bomb shelters in the homes

          -“Duck and Cover” drills at school

VIII. THE 50s CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

        A. MAJOR ISSUES- ending segregation in schools & public places

        B. IMPACT- sparked a larger Civil Rights Movement

IX. OTHER MYTHS OF THE 1950s

      A. America was always good         B. U.S. gov’t was always honest

      C. Everyone is equal in America

