[image: image1.jpg]


 Black Power Salute in Mexico City
KEEP IN YOUR NOTEBOOK!

Controversy surrounded the 1968 Summer Olympics in Mexico City before the Games even began. Many African-American athletes were considering boycotting the Games in protest of racism in America. Human rights activists were outraged when the Mexican military opened fire on thousands of Mexican college students during a campus protest in Mexico City shortly before the opening of the XIX Olympiad.  After the proposed boycott was called off, the Olympic Committee warned that any athlete that protested would be punished.  Once the Games began, the most notable event was the Black Power salute by two African-American athletes during their medal ceremony. On October 16, 1968, Tommie Smith, the gold medal winner in the men's 200-meter race, and his team member John Carlos, the bronze medalist in the same event, stepped up to the podium shoeless and wearing black socks, civil rights buttons and one black glove each. The lack of shoes and black socks were meant to symbolize poverty among African Americans. When "The Star Spangled Banner" was played, Smith and Carlos bowed their heads and each raised a fist in the air, in a gesture of protest against racism in America. Australian Peter Norman, the 200-meter silver medalist, wore a human rights badge on the podium as a sign of solidarity. 

International Olympic Committee President Avery Brundage, who believed the political gesture was inappropriate for the Olympic Games, an event meant to be free of politics, suspended Smith and Carlos from the U.S. Track and Field team and barred them from the Olympic Village. Back home “white America” was enraged, Smith and Carlos faced criticism and even death threats for their actions. However, “black America” embraced their gesture as a symbol of black pride and unity.  Forty years later many have praised the men for the courage it took to stand up for something they believed in.   
Answer the following questions in the space above next to the photo:
1. What did some African-American athletes consider prior to the Games?

2. What two men raised their fists on the victory stand?

3. What did not wearing shoes symbolize?

4. What did the raised fist protest?

5. Who was Peter Norman, and how did he take part in the protest?

6. How did the International Olympic Committee react?
7. How did “white America” react?

8. How did “black America” react?
9. What is the view held by many forty years later?

